Upset that ETV plans to air a:
film depicting run-down condi-
tions in some rural schools, state
Rep. John Graham Altman, R-

Charleston, has filed a bill that .

would fire the public television
network’s seven-member board.’

Staté-owned ETV plans to air

“Corridot of Shame” on May 22
‘and May 29. ETV officials said -
.Thursday they will broadcast the
film despite Altman’s crmcxsm :
and bill.

Altman said the 58-minute -
film shows only one side of a
comphcated lawsuit, now awaxt-
ing a judge’s decxsmn ‘

~ The suit, filed by some of the
state’s poarest school districts,
seeks to force the General As-
sembly to spend more on poor,
rural schools, Lawyers for the

RVobert‘ Rainey.

1959-1963, saw El‘V’s formaﬁve
years.
At that time, Altman saxd

ETV was thought of as an edt;cg-_

tional vehicle to broadcast

classes taught by good teachers -

to schools around the state. Over
the years, ETV’s mission has ex-
panded to airing all kinds of
shows — from Ken Burns' Civil
‘War documentaries to the late
band leader Lawrence Welk's
musi¢, both of which Altman
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said he enjoys.

But “Corridor of Shame” and
a gay-themed film, aired late last
year, should not be broadcast be-
cause they are “advocacy” films
meant to pressure lawmakers,
Altman said. “You don’t use ETV
to lobby the General Assembly.”

ETV president Moss Bresna-
han said Thursday ETV will pre-
sent a half-hour panel discussion
after “Corridor of Shame,” which
he called a “point-of-view docu-
mentary.” Both sides of the rural
school funding issue will be dis-
cussed in the 90-minute package,
he said.

“I don’t think it’s any more of
an advocacy piece than other
programs we do,” said Bresna-
han, comparing it to a film that
ETV will broadcast on the state’s
Teacher of the Year nominees.
“Both are valuable and important
programs contributing to the
overall discussion of the future
of education in our state.”

“Both (TV broadcasts)
are valuable and impor-
tant programs contribut-
ing to the overall discus-

sion of the future of
-education in our state.”

MOSS BRESNAHAN,
ETV president

“Corridor of Shame,” which
has received media attention,
shows what some rural teachers
and administrators think of the -
“daily realities” in their schools,
he said. “We look forward to giv-
ing our viewers the opportunity
to see it for themselves.”

ETV chairman Rainey said
the network should show “Corri-
dor of Shame.”

“It’s really not a political film.
It's got bipartisan support,” he
said, adding Republicans and

Democrats appear in the film,
expressing concerns about rural
public schools.

Rainey also warned that if
Altman’s bill is adopted, ETV's
programming would be con-
trolled “by the majority party in
the Legislature.”

Currently, the governor ap-
points the seven-member ETV
board. Under Altman’s bill, the
governor still would appoint ETV
board members, but each would
have to be approved by the Gen-
eral Assembly.

Rainey is the brother of John
Rainey, the Columbia philan-

. thropist and political activist who

got dozens of people to con-

tribute more than $75,000 to

make “Corridor of Shame.”
Altman may have a legitimate

~ point, but his proposed remedy

— firing all seven directors —
may go too far, said Speaker
Wilkins.

However, Altman said by
showing “Corridor of Shame,”
ETV is “thumbing its nose” at the
state’s priorities.

“I just hate to see ETV get in-

volved in all this,” Altman said.
“When it airs these advocacy
shows, it places its stamp of ap-
proval on them.”

Bresnahan said the show
doesn’t “point a finger at any-
body other than it points a finger
at some of those problems that
exist in those school districts and
leaves it up to the viewer to de-
cide what should happen n

Bud Ferillo, the Columbia
publicist who produced “Corridor
of Shame,” defended the film.

“Many children and teachers

.. are functioning in facilities

that are flatly unsafe,” said Fer-
illo, referring to the rural school
districts, some of which the film
portrays as too poor to fix their
own problems. “I have presented
irrefutable facts that should
alarm and awaken all decent-
minded South Carolinians.”

Altman said it is the responsi-
bility of local school boards —
not the state — to upgrade
schools. “If you want better con-
ditions in your schools, you are
going to have to raise property
taxes.”



