‘Corridor’ elicits

outrage,

anger

at FMU showing

Educators, parents,

lawmakers view film’s

depiction of problems
' rural schools face

By ANGELA CROSLAND
Staff Writar
acrosiand @ lorencenaws.oom

FLOREMCE — Where a siu-
dent Tives in South Carolina can
determine the kind of education
that child reonives.

This statensent ks at the core
of “Corridor of Shame" the con-
troversial 58-minute documen:
tary that depicts the argument of
elght plaintif school districts in
a lawsuit againsi the siate for
what they call insdequeate fund-
ing of pubdic schools.

Educators, representatives of

Pee Dow mundcipalities and par-
ents gathered in Lowrimore
Apditorium in Cauthen Media
Center on Francis Marion Unl-
versity's campus Monday nighi
o see the film, which depicted
the rural, plaintiff districts’
glide in Abboville County School
[iatrict v The State of South
Carolina.

“The documentary is oneof
the most moving | have ever
experienced,” sald a tearful D
Cheryl Allread, superintendent
af Marion School District L “To
view it and not be touched would
he impossible,”

The flm showed Dillon Coun-
ty School District 2 studinis in a
elazegroom with their coxts and
gloves on to fight the freezing
weather with rags stulfed under
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doors o keap rainwater out, and
raw sewage in the halls of Allen-
dabe Schood District and Marion
Schiool District 7 schoals.

“I don't think there is anyome
who will see this video without
{hinking something has to e
dome,” sabd Dr. Tom Truaii, exec:
utive director of the Pee Dee
Education Center. “Wa need o
maks sure every child has an
ppportunity to obtain a good
educatbon.”

The film opened with o pospel
gong and & monelogs from well-
know author Pat Conroy about
his experlence working in a
riral school district in Beawfort.
Whthin the piece wers comments
from administrators, teachors,
parents and legislators concerie
ing the economibc status and eduo-
catlon funding In their respec-
tive comumunitios.

Eight school districts o tha
Interstate 55 corrider that

t thi lawsult representing
38 rural districts were the crux
ol the film. Ome of those schoaol
districts was Marson School Dis-
iriet 7, where Paul Hodecko and
his wife, Jessica, are teachers.
The two can be seen in the film
E‘H‘h’li‘. a firsthand account of

schoals.

*The fllm portraved it better
than I conld have imagined,”
Paul Hudacks said. “Our kids

a voice now™

Though many of those in

attendance see the conditions

SITES TO SEE
THE FILM

The Mickelodeon Theater,
Columbia

Tocday at 5pm.

Thursday at 5 pm.

Eau Claire Print Build-
ing. 3907 Ensor Ave., Ean
Claire

Thursday at 5:30 pum.
Sponsored by AATW and
the Fau Claire Community
Caumecil

Dock Street Theater.
Charleston
Monday at T pm.

Farman University, Bur-
gess Theater, University
Center, Greenvillo

May LG at #pm,

Spensored by the Depart-
mind of Edueation

S5.C. ETV Statewlde
Broadeasis

Blary = an 10230 8.m.

Ma 2 a1 7 pum.

portrved in the film on a daily
basig they seemed amazed at
how prany others deal with the
SAMB 55US,

For instance, Paul Hudacko
safd the cvererowded clessroatms
and the rattlesnake story whd in
the Mm are a part of sfudents’

“I don't think there is anyone who will see this video
without thinking something has to be done. We need
to make sure every child has an opportunity to obtain

a good education.”

i —-nr.T-Tultl,umrthiﬂtnnfﬂuPuDuEhuﬁuﬂutu
|

daily lives

Right i (e beginning of
ere the children's
s desziea Hudneko

of hier students,

Recalling obe school's ale of
sending fogd home with stu-
dents, J Hudacko sald she
could relate,

“Maost don't cven get fed at
hl:lm-n." shesaid

mﬁ ter I8 an issue for
about h :? the students In
Markon 7.

met, how lh-.=|.r educational
needs be T Paul Hudacko
ashed.

P ralsed $75, 000 for

ary to distribute

. deal with these b ._Z 3

The film featuring such polit-
ical figures a5 Sen, Lindsey Gra-
ham, R-5.C., drew people like
Ehett Jackson, who leads the
Coalition for Educarjon Equity,
and superintendents {rom sever-
al destrict in u-an'ee [:uu to view
the Mm t-.-l-;

It wasn't uniil ernhm made

pi'uhh.m'i but if yr.uu i 'l have
it, it's a good =tart,” (hat viewers
In Monday's audienceimade any

“Amen.”
Producer and dirgt

Ferillo was on hand 9

questions after the viewing
“*This flim has @point of

as | heard it from p 1

izsues every day,” he S8
When Ferillo was gak
he hadn’l given opposing
it stepped np to GRS
Tlhee state's arpumcnt s that it
just needs to provide 8ystem of
education — Lhere is lﬁqm]mgr

that if has be any good, Trait
said.

“This Iz the heart of what's
wrong with public education,”
he zaid, T would be embarrassed
to put that part in the film.”

Trultt added that 45 of the 50
states have filed this kind of suit
and, megenily. there has been a
trend of the plaintil districts
winning.

The lawsuit in South Caroli-
na was fled Now 2, 1993, in Lo
County by 20 rural and poor
schiool districts.

More districts later joined to
form the alliance of 36 repre-
sented by the elghi plain dis-
iricts

Mearly a dozen years later,
district= are still in court fght-
Ing this batthe,

5.C. Third Circuit Judge
Thomas Cooper Jr. 15 expected to
render a verdict in the school
finding trial this summer

Cooper s the judge who orlgl.
nally heard the lawsuit in Jolv
19685 that was held just to declde
whether the districts had a right
i sue the state over funding.

me T A N



